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Innovative Drug Phase 1 Trial Worldwide
Over the Past Decade

Percentages show the share of annual growth

24%

2,716

For more information: https://www.globaldata.com/health-economics/pharmatrends/
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I S  G R O W I N G ,  A N D  I T  I S  N O T  O N L Y  G R O W I N G  I N  C H I N A

Data as of December 2025

77% increase in innovative
drug phase 1  trials over the

past decade

31%
Average annual growth in

China (2015-2025)

 China is the main
driver of global 

phase I trial growth

1.3%
Average annual growth in the

US (2015-2025)

The US contribution
to phase I clinical

trials remains stable

Phase 1 trial capacity is expanding worldwide, not relocating from the US.
China's rapid growth is adding to the overall total, while the US remains a stable, still-growing

market that has increased its Phase 1 trial activity for innovative drugs 12.1% in the past decade.

In addition, ex-China Asia (+5.2%) and South
and central American (+10.6%) also

experienced growth, though smaller shares
of overall activity. Europe was the only

region to decline (-1.1%) during this period.

Innovative drug trials grew at a average  annual
growth rate (AGR) of 5.9% 2015-2025

Over the past decade there has been
nearly 19% more innovative drug

phase 1 trials conducted in the US than
China
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A Trend Analysis of Innovative Drug Phase 1
Trial Volume

Note: This data reflects all company-sponsored trials. Investigator-initiated trials (IITs) may be included, although they remain the minority of
company sponsored trials — while IITs are predominantly funded by non-profit grants, government bodies, or institutional funds, pharmaceutical
companies occasionally provide external financial grants, which can bring them into scope here.

https://www.globaldata.com/health-economics/pharmatrends/
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