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C l i n i c a l  T r i a l s  C o s t  L e s s  i n  C h i n a  t h a n  U S
Phase I  and Phase I I  -  S ingle  Country  Tr ia ls

30 → 50%
Phase I Cost Saving
China vs US across TAs

15% → 30% $2.51M 52%
Largest Gap: Inf Disease
$3.6M vs $7.58M

Phase II Cost Saving
China vs US across TAs

Average Phase I Saving
$3.29M vs $5.80M

T R I A L  C O S T  B Y  T H E R A P Y  A R E A

Phase I - Average Cost of Clinical Trials
Cost in $ millions - single-country trials
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Phase II - Average Cost of Clinical Trials
Cost in $ millions - single-country trials
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C O S T  S A V I N G S  B Y  T H E R A P Y  A R E A

Phase I 

Oncology CNS Infectious Metabolic Other TAs

32% 43% 52% 39% 46%

Phase II 

Oncology CNS Infectious Metabolic Other TAs

25% 29% 29% 18% 16%

K E Y  F I N D I N G S

Phase I trials are 30–50% less expensive in China compared to the
US, likely driven by lower site costs and operational expenses. 

This trend is consistent across all therapy areas suggesting incentive
to run clinical trials in China.
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For more information: https://www.globaldata.com/health-economics/pharmatrends/

Oncology

Infectious

Metabolic

Other TAs

CNS

Oncology

Infectious

Metabolic

Other TAs

CNS

Acronyms
CNS - Central Nervous System
Infectious - Infectious disease
NBA - New Biological Entity

NMA - New Molecular Entity
Metabolic - Metabolic Disorder
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Cost savings are driven by lower site costs and
operational expenses, with savings narrowing

as trial complexity increases.

https://www.globaldata.com/health-economics/pharmatrends/

